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From the Editor
We hear at times the suggestion that the Brethren in
Christ are losing interest in missions. Statements
suggesting this have at times appeared on the pages of this
periodical.
A brief news item under Missions in the Church News
section should give us cause to question this assumption.
This news release relates that "at least forty-five people
from Messiah College and Brethren in Christ churches"
attended Urbana '73. Not all of these were Brethren in
Christ but it does say something about Messiah College,
the church, and missions.
The interest is there — a desire to understand the
meaning of missions in the 70's and to discover the will of
God for their lives.
We used a release from Urbana entitled "Dare We Not
Risk" to convey some of the feeling of this biennial
meeting which drew 15,000 students from all over the
world.
The missionary emphases continues in this issue with an
article by Rufus Jones, respected missions administrator,
and one by Paul S. Rees, " H e That Is Great Among
You."
Servanthood has been one of the authenticating marks
of the truly Christian missionary. Never has it been more
needed than today. Of all the symbols which have come to
identify the Western missionary in the eyes of those to
whom he goes what better one could be found than the
towel?
Of course there is more in this issue — some interesting
news items out of China on page seven; and an article to
stretch your mind on page ten. (It will be of interest to
some of our readers to learn that the writer, James Skillen,
is the son-in-law of Dr. C. O. Wittlinger.) We have some
youthful poets expressing themselves on page thirteen.
Let me end on a somber but triumphant note. Seldom
have we printed as many obituaries as will be found in this
issue. These include a veteran Kansas pastor — Rev. C. A.
Frey. His passing brings back memories of my early years
in Kansas. Also included is the death of Barbara Church,
who at the time of her death was the oldest member in the
Canadian Church.
Another death caught my attention and called up
memories — Michael Engle. It may well have happened
before but the name of Mike Engle suggests the first of
that generation who took a second lease on life. Retiring
from his chosen occupation he gave himself to the church
as a builder of churches. Where there was need for a
carpenter there he was — a forerunner of those who find
their "second wind" in service to the church.
" H e being dead yet speaketh."
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General Conference Entertainment

A special four-page insert giving full information on
lodging and transportation for the 1974 General
Conference convening at Niagara Christian College on
June 29 through July 4 appeared in the January 25 issue of

the Evangelical Visitor.

The insert also included forms to be filled in by all
persons attending Conference. The Lodging Forms need to
be returned by May 15, and the Transportation Forms by
June 15. Extra forms are available from Evangel Press.
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Editorial

Pastors Are People

r P H E Brethren in Christ do not have a long pastoral
tradition in the usual understanding of the pastoral
ministry.
I entered the pastorate a little more than twenty years
ago. I supported my family by full-time secular employment (44 hours a week). I served the church during the
evenings, Saturday afternoons, and Sundays. This personal item is in itself not really the point. What is
significant is that at that time — two decades ago — the
great majority of our churches were served by either a
multiple-ministry or a minister designated as a pastor but
who either fully or partially supported his family by other
employment.
Now this pattern was followed not primarily because of
the size of a congregation but becuase of an understanding
of the congregation and the ministry. More often than not
the minister (or ministers) was chosen from within the
membership by a vote of the congregation. He would be
expected to serve in addition to continuing in his vocation.
There were exceptions to this pattern but they were the
exception rather than the rule.
There has been a substantial change in these twenty
years. Now even the smaller congregation wants a pastor
who can give at least part-time to the pastoral duties. The
goal of the larger congregation is a pastor who can give
full-time.
No longer do congregations look within their own
membership for their minister. They call one from outside
the congregation. What is more significant, perhaps, is
that the men whom they call are men who have received "a
call" to the ministry — not from the church as in former
years, but an inner personal awareness. In addition many
of these men — in response to their call — have taken
training in preparation for the ministry.
This has been quite a change in a relatively few years. I
am not certain that this recent change against a tradition a
century and a half old has been made without some cost.
Have we given careful thought to our understanding of the
pastoral ministry and the congregation's attitude towards
the supported, God-called, trained, minister?
Let me make some random observations and raise some
questions which bear upon this relationship and attitude.
There should be a mutual understanding of ministry and
expectations. Each pastor comes with his strengths and
weaknesses. Hopefully he is aware of these and sees his
ministry accordingly. He surely needs to strengthen his
weaknesses but he as well needs to use his strengths.
If there is this understanding both pastor and congregation can get on with the ministry, majoring in strength;
supportive in weakness; grateful for each other; together
making up the body of Christ. There are few "complete
pastors." If both pastor and people recognize this a major
potential of disappointment has been taken care of.
The congregation's expectations of the pastor need to be
realistic. He is neither omnipresent nor omniscient. He
does not know of every need and situation and plan in the
congregation. Nor can he be at more than one place at a
time. Most pastors are not psychic. Their knowledge
comes only through the normal channels and media of
communication. They find out that someone is ill in the
same manner as the doctor does.
The pastor is not the servant of the congregation. (If I
were writing primarily to pastors I might accent that
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statement a bit differently.) Unfortunately the relatively
newness of pastoral support makes it easy to take this
position. When the minister (pastor) earned his living at a
full-time vocation it was assumed that he could not do all
the tasks that called to be done. The members felt a
responsibility. But now we pay our pastor. We reason that
he should be able to do these tasks plus others of which we
were not even aware.
One cannot emphasize enough the scriptural vision of
the pastor as one whose gift is to equip the members for
ministry. A mark of a good pastor is the involvement of
the members. Both pastor and congregation should be
alert to the danger of the pastor becoming involved in the
administrative routine and indeed the outreach routine to
the point where he neglects those ministries which he is
uniquely prepared and called to do.
The family and home life of the pastor must be
respected. The parsonage is the home of the pastor's
family and not the parish house of the church. The
parsonage should be — both in its structure and
maintenance — a credit to the church. In congregational
decisions which affect the parsonage the woman's touch
and taste should be reflected.
The congregation should understand that the first
responsibility of the pastor's wife is to him and to their
children. The nature of the pastor's ministry places extra
demands upon the wife and the family. She should not be
expected to be the church secretary or even her husband's
secretary in addition to these home duties.
It can be expected that the pastor's family will share in
the life and ministry of the church as the other families do.
But to expect more from the pastor's family than we do of
our own is to misunderstand the ministry of all believers
and to deny the integrity of the parsonage family life.
The pastor and his family are entitled to be persons and
to make choices within the Christian life-style as understood by the congregation. We each have our time, our
effort, and our money. Each of us is different. Let us allow
to the pastor and his family this same degree of individuality.
Congregation and pastor are both members of the body
of Christ. Different in function and diverse in ministry but
one in purpose. This purpose is to be responsive to the
Head even Christ and to be His presence and body in this
world.
Reprints Available
Dr. C. O. Wittlinger, professor of History, Messiah College,
and, Church Archivist, is engaged in the writing of a history of
the Brethren in Christ. The second chapter of the history has

appeared in the Mennonite Quarterly Review entitled "The

Origin of the Brethren in Christ."
Reprints of this chapter have been made available and may be
obtained from the Archives by writing to:
The Archives
Messiah College
Grantham, Pa. 17027
These will be sent without charge. However, the Archives does
welcome contributions to advance the historical work of the
church.

3

"He...

took a towel..

."(John

13:4)

He That Is Great Among You
Paul S. Rees
"V'OU have observed perhaps that
when our Lord "took" a thing,
however little, or slight, or undramatic
it was, He did something big and
meaningful with it. Luke tells us that
He "took the loaves." You know what
followed: the feeding of the five thousand. Matthew tells us that He "took
a little child." You know the result:
setting that child in the midst of the
disciples, He gave them a rebuking
object lesson on humble-mindedness.
Matthew also tells us that He "took
the cup." You are aware of the effect;
that cup became for all time the sacramental emblem of His own blood
which was shed "for us men and our
salvation."
But it is left for John to tell us that
our Lord "took a towel and tied it
round him" (Weymouth) after the
manner of a household slave. Pouring
water in a basin, He "proceeded to
wash the feet of the disciples and to
wipe them with the towel which he had
put around him." Let's look at that
towel and think of the immortality
which Christ's act conferred upon it.
Observe, to begin with, that He
"took a towel" and thereby revealed
the humility of service.
A lovely deed is often enhanced by
the unloveliness of its setting. This was
vividly true of our Lord's ministrant
act of bathing His disciples' feet.
Would you believe that the quiet sanctities of that supper room were marred
by a noisy dispute which had its roots
in their conceit? The narrative in Luke
reads: "And there was also a strife
among them, which of them should be
accounted the greatest" (Luke 22:24).
But look! The Master, saying not a
word, rises, removes His seamless
robe, wraps about Him a towel, pours
water into a basin, and, kneeling
before first one and then another of
these speechless men, cleanses their
dust-laden feet.
Little men can't afford to stoop;
greatness does it with naturalness,
with ease. In that verse that precedes
our text John makes a remarkable
statement: "Jesus knowing that the
Father had given all things into his
The writer of this article needs no introduction
to readers of the Visitor. A pastor, writer. Bible
teacher and pastor to pastors. Dr. Rees has had
an influential ministry. This article was
reprinted from The Herald.
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hands, and that he was come from
God and went to God; he rises from
supper, and laid aside his garments."
Knowing full well that the scepter of
universal sovereignty was His to hold,
He chose instead—a towel! Knowing
full well that He was entitled to be
served by men, He chose instead to
become the servant of men. That is
humility.
This Event of the Towel finds echoes
in the apostolic writings that I should
like to have you catch. Paul, writing to
the Philippian Christians, exhorted:
"Have this mind among yourselves,
which you have in Christ Jesus, who,
though he was in the form of God, did
not count equality with God a thing to
be grasped, but emptied himself,
taking the form of a servant, being
born in the the likeness of men. And
being found in human form he
humbled himself and became obedient
unto death, even death on a cross"
(Philippians 2:5-8 RSV).
In that supper room where the
matchless Servant, towel-girded,
walks and kneels you have the incarnation in miniature!
Think of the things Jesus might
have taken that day. He might have
taken a sword. He might have taken a
scepter. He might have taken an army.
He might have taken a legion of
angels. Men drunk with power and
consumed with ambition would have
been glad to call these agencies into
alliance with themselves.
J e s u s ignored t h e m all. T h e
greatness He embodied had need of
none of these. Things as simple as
towels and basins and sandals were all
He needed to perform a service that
would outlast and outdazzle the empty
splendors of a Caesar. Let twentieth
century men and twentieth century
nations, beguiled by bigness, bedeviled
by force, bewitched by false visions of
greatness, stop long enough to see real
greatness in action. The sheer simplicity of it is amazing. Jesus, incarnate
God, simply takes a towel and goes to
work!
If we are to be quite honest about it,
we shall have to confess that too
frequently we are victims of the false
notion that a service worthy of the
name must be something big or
dramatic. If the thing to be done

seems small and the tool for doing it
seems commonplace, we pass it by,
dreaming of something more exciting.
And there's our failure.
God still says to a hesitant Moses,
"What is that in thine hand?" When
Moses gives God his shepherd's rod,
some thrilling things begin to happen.
God still says to an unpromising
David, "What is that in thine hand?"
When that shepherd's sling is handed
over to God, it will not be long until
some giants will be falling.
God still says to many a Dorcas,
"What is that in thine hand?" When
Dorcas's needle is presented to the
Lord, cold bodies are warmed and
lonely hearts are cheered.
If you can't do the big thing, do the
smaller thing. How few are the Christian men in this land who have means
enough to endow a college or a
seminary! But there is an army of
them who could finance a scholarship
at some college or seminary where
worthy young people could gain the
training they need.
Once in a while you hear of a
hospital that bears the name, in
memoriam, of some wealthy donor.
It's a rare person who can make
possible a whole institution for community service. But what about a piece
of philanthropy that is within the
reach of many of us — the furnishing
of a room in some hospital already
built?
Only an o c c a s i o n a l A n d r e w
Carnegie can make a whole library
available to a community, but
thousands of people in all of our
denominations could contribute a few
books to the Sunday school or college
library which their group maintains.
Only a small minority of us will ever
be known as authors, but who is there
among us who could not write a letter
to a distant missionary or near-by
shut-in, the effect of which would be
like cool water on parched lips?
A lady was filling a missionary box
for Burma. A child brought her a
penny. Rather than send the coin as
the child's gift, she bought a tract and
placed it in the box. The tract eventually fell into the hands of a Burmese
chief. It led to his conversion. He
began telling the story of Christ
among the members of his tribe. In
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time more than fifteen hundred of
those Burmese were converted to the
Lord Jesus Christ. What did the little
child do to start so glorious a chain of
spiritual blessing? She simply "took a
tower' — her penny!
Said Frederick Faber: "Love's
secret is to be always doing little
things for God and not to mind
because they are so little." And to that
might be added someone's poetic insight:
"No service in itself is small,
None great though earth it fill;
But that is small which seeks its own,
That great which seeks God's will."

Finally, " H e took a towel" and
thereby emphasized the practicality of
service.
When Jesus had finished His
matchless ministry of love and grace,
and had put on once more His seamless robe. He said quitely, "I have
given you an example, that ye should
do as 1 have done. Verily, verily, I say
unto you. The servant is not greater

than his Lord; neither he that is sent
greater than he that sent him. If ye
know these things, happy are ye if ye
do them" (vs. 15-17).
Service is not the most important
thing in the Christian life, since the
effect is never more important than its
cause; but service is the most practical
thing about the Christian experience.
You see it is in this area of service
that you and I find it most difficult to
run a bluff, or put on airs, or fool the
people. You may think you are
worshipping God when you are only
feeling a certain emotional elevation
that comes from the rhythm of a hymn
or the contagion of a crowd. You and I
can get sentimental about a song of
consecration in the worship hour and
be terribly selfish before the Sunday
meal is over at home. We can bow our
heads during the prayer and look as
humble as pilgrims, while inwardly we
are as proud as peacocks.
But when it comes to rendering
service, the case is sharply different.
We run smack up against too many

practical tests to make any success out
of bluff or pretense. We land in the
middle of too many situations that
look us straight in the eyes and say:
"Well, what are you going to do about
it? How much time will you devote to
it? How much money will you give to
it?"
And when we begin ottering our
glib and shallow excuses for not
doing more, giving more, serving
more, we do but reveal the poverty of
our souls, the emptiness of our dedication. To condemn our barrenness and
to stimulate our usefulness the
Matchless Servant, towel-girded,
stands before us, saying, "If ye know
these things, happy are ye if ye do
them."
Humility, simplicity, practicality —
these are the sterling signs of service at
its best. They speak to us, both for our
rebuke and our encouragement, as we
fix our gaze upon "The Matchless
Servant."
It's right there by you. Christian!
Why don't you take that "towel" and
go to work?

The New Israel
\X7"E H E A R M U C H speculation today about the "end
times" and the "fulfillment of prophecy." A trip to
the local Christian bookstore will demonstrate the extent
to which Christians are preoccupied with such
speculations. The shelves are full of books like Hal
Lindsey's best seller, The Late Great Planet Earth.
The message of these contemporary books on prophecy
is that the second coming of Christ is near. This assertion
is based, to a great extent, upon the return of the Jewish
people to Israel. In many circles, it has been unquestionably accepted that the establishment of the nation
of Israel is a fulfillment of the prophecy made originally to
Abraham in Genesis 12:13 and subsequently to the Jewish
people throughout the Old Testament.
But is the return of the Jewish people to Israel a
fulfillment of prophecy? What does the Bible say?
Christians look upon the New Testament as the climax
of biblical revelation. Christians interpret the Old Testament in light of the more complete revelation of God in the
person of Jesus Christ. What does the New Testament say
about the promises made to Abraham and his descendants?
One idea that is made crystal clear in the New Testament is that today Israel is the Christian Church. In
Galatians 3, Paul sets out the argument in full. This
chapter ends with the words: "And if ye be Christ's, then
are ye Abraham's seed and heirs according to the
promise." Elsewhere. Paul tells us that the real Jew is not
the person who is of Jewish descent, but the real Jew is the
person who is a Jew inwardly through Christ. Romans
2:28, 29a says: "For he is not a Jew, which is one
outwardly; neither is that circumcision which is outward in
the flesh; but he is a Jew who is one inwardly: and
The writer is pator of the Fairland congregation. An account of his recent
ordination appears elsewhere in this issue.
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circumcision is that of the heart." Even in the book of
Revelation, the major source for prophetic speculation,
John the Revelator tells us that the Jewish people are no
longer the real Jews. John is speaking of the people of
Jewish descent in the city of Smyrna, when he says: "I
know the blasphemy of them which say they are Jews and
are not but are the synagogue of Satan" (Rev. 2:9). John
says the same thing of Jewish people in Philadelphia. In
Revelation 3:9, he says that the future holds promise, not
for the Jewish race, but for those who are Jews through
Christ. In addition to calling the Jews a synagogue of
Satan, John records that the Jewish race will be brought
low before the Christians. Here, Christ says: "I will make
them (the Jews) to come and worship before thy (the
Christians) feet, and to know that I have loved thee (the
Christians) (Rev. 3:9).
So, the New Testament makes it clear that the
Christians are now the real Jews — the seed of Abraham.
As such, the Christians are heirs to all of the promises
made to Abraham. The only way that a Jewish person can
become a member of Abraham's seed is through Christ.
To give the non-Christian Jew a special place in God's plan
today is to deny the plain teaching of Paul and John. To
interpret the Old Testament promises as applying to the
future of the Jewish race is to deny Paul's statement that
Christians are heirs to the promise made to Abraham and
his seed (Gal. 3:27). The Bible clearly states that now
Israel is the Christian Church. Christians are the New
Israel.
Aside from biblical considerations (which in themselves
should be convincing), there are dangers involved in
modern prophetic speculations about the nation of Israel.
Let us look at several of these dangers.
One danger of the prophetic speculation about the
future of the Jewish race is that it limits the scope of our
to page six
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evangelism. We tend to feel that the Jews do not need the
gospel because they have a special relationship with God
outside of Christ. The Jewish opposition to Key '73 has
focused this problem clearly. Some Christian writers have
made statements indicating that the Jewish race is outside
the scope of Christian evangelism. Yet, Jesus said: " G o ye
therefore and teach all nations." The Jews are no exception to this command; they need Christ as much as any
other non-Christian. If we shrink from sharing the gospel
with this group of people, we are not carrying out Christ's
command.
A second danger of prophetic speculation about the
future of the Jewish race is that it influences our political
attitudes. It is very easy for Christians to base their
political positions on a concern for the success of Israel
rather than a concern for preserving Christian principles,
such as justice, righteousness, love, and forgiveness. As
Christians, we should be more concerned with promoting
Christ's kingdom than with reestablishing the Kingdom of
Israel. To promote Christ's kingdom, our primary concern
must be, not for the principles of Jewish nationalism, but
for the principles that Christ taught.
A third danger of prophetic speculation about the future
of the Jewish race is that it undercuts the immanence of
Christ's second coming. The New Testament emphatically
states that Christ could come at any time. In Matthew
24:42, Jesus says: "Watch therefore: for ye know not what
hour your Lord doeth come." Jesus goes on to say that he
will come like a thief in the night (Matt. 24:43, 44). II
Christ were to come right now, the theories of many men
would be exploded. Nevertheless, Jesus said that He may
come at any time. A cartoon in a recent issue of an
evangelical periodical shows angels descending from the
sky blowing their trumpets to announce the second
coming, while a man With a prophecy chart in his hands

Church News

MESSIAH COLLEGE

Annual Tournament Scheduled
The Brethren in Christ Sunday School
Basketball Tournament is scheduled for
the weekends of February 21-23 and
March 7-9. Teams from more distant
points will be scheduled to play the second
weekend.
Should there be more than one league,
the director in charge of this singleelimination tournament will determine, by
past performance and present personnel,
into what league each team will be placed.
All teams must represent Brethren in
Christ Sunday schools, and all players
must have attended Sunday school
regularly for at least six months before the
tournament and be approved by the pastor.
In addition to basketball, each church
may enter one team each in bowling and
table tennis.
The purpose of the tournament is to
bring together various groups representing
Brethren in Christ churches in friendly
competition.
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says to the angels, "You're early!" The message of the
New Testament is that Christ may come at any time,
regardless of what man-made prophecy charts tell us.
A fourth danger of prophetic speculation about the
future of the Jewish race is that it can easily become an
excuse to avoid real life concerns. In some cases, such
speculation leads to evangelistic zeal. Yet, in too many
cases, it leads to the attitude: sit back and wait for the
Lord to come. Evangelistic crusades are becoming forums
for prophetic lectures, rather than pulpits from which the
gospel can be proclaimed. Christian leaders who, several
years ago, were stimulating people to ministry are now
preoccupied with preaching that the end is near. Christian
book shelves that were once filled with books aimed at
stimulating Christian life and growth are now filled with
books predicting the end of the world. This entire climate
will catch up to us, if the events do not happen just as the
modern prophets predict that they will.
What can we do to avoid the dangers of modern
prophetic speculation concerning the Jewish race? The
most important tool that we have to avoid these dangers is
the Word of God.
The book of Acts commends the Christians at Berea
because they searched the Scriptures to see whether what
they were taught was true (Acts 17:11). Our attitude
should be like the Bereans' attitude. Instead of uncritically
accepting every modern prophetic theory that comes
along, we should search the Scriptures to see if the words
are true.
1 heard one speaker say that he had read a particular
popular book on prophecy in only four hours. I feel that he
should have spent an additional four hours or so searching
the Scriptures to see whether what was written is true. By
searching the Scriptures, we can separate the true from the
false and establish our beliefs upon firm biblical ground.

Questions may be directed to Robert
Barr, Dean of Student Development.
Organist to Present Concert
David Craighead, organ department
head at Eastman School of Music, will
present a concert of organ music in the
college chapel on March 5 at 8:00 p.m. His
appearance is one of the Cultural Series
events and will be one of a series of
performances by various organists introducing the new Zimmer pipe organ
which will be installed in early February.
Alumni—JV Game Announced
A basketball game matching alumni
members with the Junior Varsity team is
scheduled for 6:00 p.m. on February 16.
For that evening, alumni members will be
admitted at one-half the regular admission
fee. Alumni who would like to play should
contact Robert Barr, Dean of Student
Development, at Messiah College.
A varsity g a m e between Messiah
College and Shenandoah College will
follow at 8:00.

MISSIONS

Stephen Ndlovu is enrolled at Messiah
College, having arrived in the United

States January 19. His family remains at
his home at Mtshabezi Mission, Rhodesia.
Rev. Ndlovu, for many years a teacher in
Africa, and a graduate of Ekuphileni Bible
Institute's 3-year English course, is a
District Overseer for the Rhodesian
church.
At least forty-five people from Messiah
College and from Brethren in Christ
Churches were among the 15,000 people
attending the tenth Inter-Varsity Missionary Convention at Urbana, Illinois between Christmas and New Year. Thirtyfive of these were students from the
Grantham and Philadelphia campuses of
Messiah College.
Samuel Magesa, a student from Tanzania majoring in journalism at the
Philadelphia campus of Messiah College,
was the speaker at one of the elective
seminars. His theme was "The African
D i m e n s i o n of E v a n g e l i c a l B l a c k
T h e o l o g y . " W h e n he c o m p l e t e s his
training, Mr. Magesa will return to the
literature ministry where he was involved
prior to coming to Messiah-Philadelphia
in 1972.
Bob Mann, who had returned from
R h o d e s i a just prior to the U r b a n a
Conference, was one of the hundreds of
to page fourteen
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Religious News
China Visitors Say
"Little Red Book"
Purged With Lin Piao
The famed "Little Red Book" which
guided the thinking of millions of Communist Chinese for the past generation is
virtually non-existent in China today.
That was the report from two visitors to
the Canton Trade Fair. Both confirmed
that the Little Red Book can scarcely be
found. It was purged, they said, along with
Lin Piao.
The news was announced in Asian
Report, by Paul E. Kauffman.
Protestant Named to Brazil Helm
A Lutheran general who is a student of
t h e B i b l e h a s b e e n n a m e d by a
government-controlled electoral college to
become president of Brazil, the world's
largest Roman Catholic country.
General Ernesto Geisel, 65, will succeed
President Emilio G. Medici on March 15.
Geisel's latest job in the military regime
that took over in 1964 was head of the
government oil monopoly Petrobras. He is
a Protestant in a country that has about 8
million Protestants and 98 million Roman
Catholics.
Sees People Searching For
Religion Turning to Myths
As the Apostle Paul warned young
Timothy they would, people today are
avidly running after the latest novelties
instead of listening to the truth, notes UPI
Columnist Louis Cassels.
The advent of myth-seeking "marks the
third distinct phase of religious life in
America since World War II, "Cassels
pointed out.
He called Phase One the religious
revival during the global war — a revival
which lasted 15 years; a new phase began
at the start of the 1960s, Cassels declared,
opening an era marked by bitter controversy over social action in many churches and
radical theology.
He said the dominant characteristic of
the phase now underway "is a quest for
novelty. Some of its expressions are
healthy," he added. The so-called Jesus
Movement, he said, brought disenchantment with the institutional church but also
new life-styles based on strong personal
loyalty to Jesus Christ.
"Appointment With God,"
Mao I'ells Diplomats
Startling words came from the father of
the atheistic People's Republic of China
recently.
To visiting diplomats in Communist
China, Chairman Mao Tse-tung admitted,
"I have an appointment with God."
The officials concluded that Mao can no
longer take part in the day-to-day affairs
of the Chinese government because of
illness.

February 10, 1974

Lutheran, Baptist,
Presbyterian in Space
A L u t h e r a n , a Baptist and a
Presbyterian are touring " h e a v e n l y
places" in Skylab III.
In outer space with Skylab pilot Col.
William R. Pogue, USAF, an ordained
Southern Baptist deacon and a member of
Nassau Bay (Texas) Baptist Church, are a
Lutheran, Edward G. Gibson, civilian
astronaut-scientist, and flight commander
Col. Gerald P. Carr, USMC, a Presbyterian, according to the news bureau of
the Lutheran Council in the USA.
Gibson, the Lutheran news service says,
is a member of House of Prayer Lutheran
Church, a Lutheran Church of America
congregation in suburban Houston, where
his older brother, Calder A. Gibson II, is
pastor. Carr reportedly attends Webster
(Texas) Presbyterian Church.
Living Bible and
Late Great Planet Earth
Lead Sales for Third Year
For the third consecutive year, the cloth
and paperback bestsellers are respectively
Tyndale's The Living Bible, paraphrased
by Ken Taylor, and Zondervan's The Late
Great Planet Earth, by Hal Lindsey.
Something New: "Take Home"
Bible for Motel Rooms
By the end of 1974, the World Home
Bible League hopes to have placed a "take
home" Bible in every motel room in the
U.S.
A project to place a copy of "Reach
Out," the New Testament portion of The
Living Bible, in every motel room in the
continent is now two years old. It has been
set up in 32 states and three Canadian
provinces.
Of the 1.2 million motel rooms in the
U.S., 200,000 now have "Reach O u t "
available, according to the Rev. John
DeVries, international director of WHBL,
the interdenominational Bible distribution
agency which maintains headquarters
here.
Goal of the current project is to have the
motel guest take the New Testament home
with them, as a means of encouraging
Bible reading. (Printed on most hotel
Bibles are such messages as "Please Leave
in Hotel Room.")
Religious Groups Lead Protest
Against Death Penalty in N.C.
Religious and other agencies opposing
the death penalty in North Carolina staged
a three-day protest march from Tarboro to
Raleigh to urge abolition of capital punishment during the upcoming session of the
state legislature.
The protest was sparked in part by the
recent sentencing of three black men in
Tarboro to death upon conviction of
raping a white woman.
Of the more than 40 persons in the
nation now under sentence of death, 20 of
them are in North Carolina, whose
supreme court recently ruled that the death
sentence is mandatory when a person is
convicted of a capital crime.
"Capital crimes" in North Carolina
include first-degree murder, first-degree

burglary, first-degree rape and first-degree
arson.
23,024 in Baptist Sunday School
A new world record Sunday school
attendance of 23,024 was set by the First
Baptist Church of Hammond, Indiana, on
December 16 according to the pastor. Dr.
Jack Hyles. At least 1,000 were turned
away when every facility was filled to
overflowing on the pre-Christmas Sunday.
A total of 14 services were conducted
during the day on this "20,000 Sunday," as
people from every section of Hammond
and the surrounding area attended —
many of whom were brought to the church
by the church's fleet of busses.
The First Baptist Church of Hammond,
Indiana which had already earned the title
of "The World's Largest Sunday School,"
surpassed its goal of 20,000 in spite of a
driving snow storm. The average attendance for. the fall and winter months of
1973 has been 13.000. Registered conversions totalled nearly 2,000 on this record
Sunday.
Satan in the Spotlight As
Exorcism Issue Flourishes
The nation is suddenly talking about the
devil—more specifically about "The Exorcist," a best selling book and a smash
movie hit.
Reaction to the movie, based on a novel
by William Peter Blatty, has stirred
vigorous controversy about demon possession, exorcism and the struggle between
good and evil.
The issue began as a controversial news
story that almost didn't get published in
1949 by the Washington Star. Jeremiah
O'Leary, then a 29-year-old assistant city
editor, took on the assignment of tracking
down the news tip that a 14-year-old
M o u n t Ranier, Md., boy had been
successfully exorcised.
"The story began to jell slowly and in
bits and pieces," O'Leary recalled in a
Washington Star News feature.
The reporter first confirmed that an
exorcism had taken place, then learned
that the boy had recently become a Roman
Catholic, and also that the Georgetown
University Hospital had been involved in
the case. O'Leary learned that the boy had
first experienced manifestations of the
affliction on January 18, 1949, in the
presence of a frightened family.
"Once the boy was tipped out of a chair
with no visible external force or effort of
his own," O'Leary wrote. "Another time a
blanket on which he was lying slid completely under a set of twin beds."
Some priests in the parish began to
suspect "diabolical possession" and
"sought permission of the new ly appointed
Archbishop Patrick O'Boyle to use the
ancient ritual of exorcism," O'Leary
wrote.
The exorcism actually was incanted in
St. Louis, by a middle-aged Jesuit, assisted
by a nun and a lay brother. The boy had
been transferred from the Georgetown
hospital specifically for the exorcism.
Blatty, a young student at Georgetown,
read the story, kept it in his memory, and
wrote his novel based on those early
experiences.
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THE MASTER'S MANDATE
Rufus Jones

/ ^ O T H E R E F O R E and make dis^ c i p l e s of all nations . . ." (Matthew
28:19). Have you ever tried to imagine
the impact these words had on the
disciples of Jesus? From the time they
were children they had been taught not
to have anything to do with the Gentile
nations. They had not been allowed to
play with Gentile children or eat at the
s a m e table with them. Gentiles
worshiped idols instead of the one true
God worshiped by the Jews. The
Jewish temple was a segregated house
of worship. Gentiles were not allowed
beyond a certain wall in the temple.
The Israelites were God's chosen
people. God had made a covenant with
them in which He promised to send
the Messiah who would establish an
everlasting kingdom on the earth. In
the meantime the Israelites had the
Law, the highest code of ethics man
had ever known. The prophets called
them to repentance when they strayed
from the Law. For 2,000 years beginning with the judgment of Gentiles at
Babel, they had been taught that
salvation is of the Jews. The first
commission that Christ gave to His
disciples forbade them to go to the
Gentiles. They were told to confine
their ministry to the lost sheep of the
house of Israel (Matthew 10:5, 6). In
His last commission to the disciples,
which was given on the Galilean
mountain before He ascended into
heaven, Christ told them to go and
disciple all nations.
How could they go to a people
whom they had been taught to look
upon as dogs? How could they preach
the gospel to Gentile nations when
salvation was of the Jews? How could
they preach the Good News to the
nations when it had been promised to
I s r a e l ? T h e s e and m a n y o t h e r
questions arose in their minds as they
pondered the meaning of this command.
The answer, of course, is the cross.
When Jesus died on the cross God was
in Christ reconciling the world to
Himself. Both Jew and Gentile were
reconciled to God at the cross, and
being reconciled to God they were
r e c o n c i l e d to e a c h o t h e r (II
Corinthians 5:19, Ephesians 2:12-16).
The disciples of Jesus became His
ambassadors of reconciliation.
The writer is General Director, Conservative
Baptist Home Mission Society. This article
appeared in the Winter 1974 issue oj Conservative Baptist and is used by permission.
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God's purpose is to unite all nations
into one body by the cross and through
the ministry of the Holy Spirit. As
men humble themselves before the
cross they will lose their sinful pride
and look on each other as brothers and
sisters. As we yield to the cross we
adopt a new life style in which we
c o m p l e t e l y s u b m i t to the
righteousness and justice of God's
kingdom, as opposed to the world's
unrighteousness and injustice.
When Jesus stood before His disciples on the Galilean mountain and
told them to go to all nations, He
prefaced His command by saying,
"All authority in heaven and on earth
has been given to me." Paul said
Christ was "designated Son of God in
power (authority) according to the
Spirit of holiness by His resurrection
from the dead . . ." (Romans 1:4).
Because of His obedience, Paul
said, ". . . God has highly exalted Him
and bestowed on Him the name which
is above every name, that at the name
of Jesus every knee should bow, in
heaven and on earth and under the
earth, and every tongue confess that
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of
God the Father" (Philippians 2:9-11).
The kingdom that He will establish
when He returns is a kingdom of
righteousness, justice and peace. These
principles contrast those characterizing earthly kingdoms. Everyone is
under the condemnation and judgment of God. We as Christ's ambassadors are to proclaim the Good
News that Christ is Lord, and we are
to call on men to repent of their
personal and corporate sins and confess Jesus as Lord.
We are to proclaim as did Paul that
every knee should now bow and every
tongue should now confess that Jesus
is Lord (Philippians 2:10, 11). "If you
confess with your lips that Jesus is
Lord and believe in your heart that
God raised Him from the dead, you
will be saved" (Romans 10:9).
Not only are we to proclaim that
Christ rules over all the earth and call
on men to confess their sins and
submit to Him as Lord, but we are to
baptize them. This is the first act of
obedience that evidences submission
to Him as Lord.
Jesus' disciples are the subjects of
His kingdom and are to follow His
teaching and example. We cannot
evade this responsibility by arbitrarily
deciding that some of His teaching

does not apply to us, for He has said
that we are to observe all that He
commanded.
During one of our recent regional
meetings the speaker called attention
to the teaching of our Lord concerning
the poor. He quoted from His words
to the congregation in Nazareth, "The
Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because
he has anointed me to preach good
news to the poor" (Luke 4:18). The
speaker also referred to Christ's
remarks, "Blessed are ye poor, for
yours is the kingdom of God" (Luke
6:20).
After the meeting was over a pastor
sitting near me said, " H e was
preaching the social gospel." I explained to him that the social gospel
was based on r a t i o n a l i s m and
humanism, whereas the speaker had
based his teaching on the Word of
God. The pastor admitted that the
speaker's remarks had been based on
the Bible but said, " H e quoted from
Jesus rather than Paul. We are to
follow the teaching of Paul."
This is a common mistake made by
evangelicals and one that I have made
myself. I thoroughly understand his
reasoning and appreciate the sincerity
of those who believe this, but it stems
from a lack of rightly dividing the
Word of Truth.
Paul would be the last to say that his
teaching or that his gospel was any
different from that preached by Christ.
Our Lord looked forward to the cross
and Paul looked back to the cross, but
that was the central focus of the
Gospel for both of them. They both
proclaimed the Good News of the
kingdom (John 3:3, Matthew 24:14,
Colossians 1:13, Acts 2:30, 31), and
both demanded repentance and confession of Jesus as Lord in order for
men to be saved (Romans 10:9).
We must be careful to distinguish
between the biblical gospel of the
kingdom and that which was preached
by the liberals during the social gospel
era. One of the early leaders of our
Conservative Baptist movement. Dr.
Chester Tulga, was once talking with a
liberal. They discovered that they
completely agreed on social issues
such as racial integration and the need
to be concerned about poverty. The
liberal thinker said, "Dr. Tulga, you
should not be with those fundamentalists; you should be with the liberal
fellowship."
to page nine
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The Tragedy at Mtshabezi

Institute students stayed on duty to
assist the nurses.
The following day more students
were discharged and by Sunday they
had all gone home. We thank the Lord
that these have all recovered and are
now in good health.
Our sympathy goes to the six
families who lost children. One funeral
was held Friday afternoon, November
2, near the mission and the other five
were on Saturday. A representative
from the the mission was present at all
of the services. The Lord's presence
was felt in each of the services and we
believe He received honour and praise.
A week later a memorial service was
held at Mtshabezi Mission attended
by 645 people. Mrs. Ndlovu collected
more than $150 for the bereaved
families.

Erma Lehman
(After a recent conversation with Mrs.
T. /V. B. (Timothy)
Ndlovu)
Q N T H E 31st October, 1973, Mrs.
By the time children started con^ N d l o v u , wife of the principal, was vulsing, the Gwanda police force,
at her home doing her usual morning teachers, staff, and teacher training
work when one of the teachers from students were on hand to help so that
the school came on his bicycle to each patient had someone to care for
report that over seventy students had him. Some were forced to vomit and
drunk some poison. During the morn- the very serious ones were given injecing break, around 10:00 a.m., the tions. Inside the hospital some
students were served amahewu (a stomachs were being pumped and
nutritional protein drink). However, some were given intravenous fluids,
on this morning some insecticide was The students were carried into the one
in the drink. (The insecticide was ward where the doctor and nurses were
discovered several days later following busy working. As soon as there were
MANDATE
laboratory tests. It is still not known
of improvement, they were taken
from
page eight
how the insecticide got into the drink.) signs
to another ward where they were
carefully
watched
and
others
were
Dr.
Tulga
replied,
" Y o u have
It was difficult for Mrs. Ndlovu to brought in to see the doctor.
overlooked
one
important
difference
believe that the students had been
1:00 p.m. one girl and five boys — I get my social and political views
poisoned but just then a student hadBypassed
away. Others were still in a from the Bible and you get yours from
fainted in front of her house. Her
husband was not at home as he had serious condition and so the staff Karl Marx." This is an important
gone to Gwanda. She went out to help continued working without stopping difference that we must not forget.
We should never let the liberal
the one who had fainted. Then about until late afternoon. By then eighteen
twenty others were running toward the were released from the hospital, but theologians of the past or the secular
hospital. She told them to stop and fifty retained. The Gwanda doctor and theologians of the present determine
rest in the shade. Soon others were, nurses left about 6:00 p.m. taking with what we preach. Our gospel should
fainting. Just then two nurses arrived them three students and the school always be the Good News of the
cook who were still in a serious condi- kingdom of God as recorded in the
from the hospital to give help.
tion. The doctor said the others would Bible, which we believe to be the
Back at the school, previous to this, be all right. (There were three teachers i n s p i r e d W o r d of G o d a n d
the students had gone to their classes and the school cook who drank the authoritative in all matters of faith
following the break (recess). An in- amahewu also.)
and conduct.
dustrial class had gone out to a field to
M a n y spent the night at the
Our focus should always be on the
work on a fence. While working, some hospital. Mr. and Mrs. Ndlovu, the command of our Lord Jesus Christ to
of the boys fell over. Other teachers teacher training and Ekuphileni Bible go and disciple all nations.
were called to come and help, but soon
it was discovered that all the students
INJUSTICE — What Shall We Do About It?
who drank the amahewu were sick.
Some fainted, and others began runIt inevitably happens when we live among the poor and identify with their hurts.
ning toward the hospital and fell along
We run smack into some glaring instance of injustice which our society
the way.
(unthinkingly?) perpetrates on them.
The school district has just transferred a teacher out of our elementary school —
Before long everyone on the mission
for
reasons of economy. There are not enough children to warrant a sixth teacher.
heard of this tragedy. The one hundred
Why should these children get more attention that others in the district? So the
and fifty teacher training students
decision is justifiable.
went out to find the students and
But is there a difference between what is justifiable and what is just? When each
carried them to the hospital. Five cars
child
is given the same help, the ones who enter school ahead will likely leave ahead.
were also helping to transport them.
And the children who enter behind — and ours do here — will leave behind. There is
The doctor and nurses from Gwanda
no catching up! Language and cultural barriers persist. Our poor remain poor. The
were called to come and help. About
just decision, it seems, has been sloughed aside in favor of a justifiable one.
this time the principal returned from
How shall the followers of Christ respond? With the anger of the prophets? Or
G w a n d a and immediately began
with the grace of Peter?
helping with the students.
Shall we raise our voices, organize our people, file our petitions, and smite
Mrs. Ndlovu arrived at the hospital
neglect with the power of our vote? Shall we ask and seek, and then knock and knock
as students were being carried in. They
and knock until the door is opened to us?
were laid on the ground outside the
Or shall we live at peace with all men. even unjust judges (like Caiaphas) and
hospital. One doctor and two nurses
spineless administrators (like Pilate)? Shall we permit our poor neighbors to suffer,
arrived from Gwanda to assist the five
and counsel resignation and forgiveness?
nurses at the Mtshabezi Mission
If we are to follow our Lord . . . which way would he lead us?
Hospital. How thankful we were for a
— Warren Hoffman
hospital only one mile from the
Labish Village. Oregon
school!

February 10, 1974

9

Philosophy and the Christian College
James W. Skillen

' " P H E S T U D E N T who enters college today very soon
confronts the unavoidable fact that higher education
not only offers great promise and opportunity but also
contains within itself many problems and difficulties. The
positive value of a college education can no longer be
automatically and generally assumed.
One must go on to ask about the quality of education
that a particular college provides and about the value of
that education for particular purposes. In other words, the
very existence of higher education presents questions
which require the serious and continued investigation,
criticism, and justification of the academic enterprise.
And right here is one place where philosophy is
important. Yes, we all know that the study of philosophy
may be dangerous — it may lead to intellectual pride; it
may threaten theology; it may get in the way of the special
sciences; and it may lead to skepticism. But these dangers
of philosophy, I contend, are only the dangers of bad
philosophy. We must not fool ourselves by imagining that
we can avoid philosophical considerations at a Christian
college.
Apart from an open acceptance of bad philosophy, we
have only two options; either we face up to the challenge of
developing good, Christian philosophy, or we put our
heads in the sand and pretend that by avoiding direct
contact with bad philosophy we are able to keep ourselves
"clean." But the latter alternative is no real option. Even
with our heads in the sand vital parts of the body remain
exposed.
Look for a minute at the college curriculum. Why
should one study biology or physics, history or English,
sociology or psychology? Certainly we must ask such a
question, and yet do you realize that this question is not
itself a biological, physical, historical, linguistic,
sociological, or psychological question? It is nothing other
than a philosophical question!
Typically there is a host of "why" questions which are
philosophical in character. Why does higher education
consist of so many different fields of study? Why do we
have difficulty in applying a natural scientific method to
the actions and affairs of men? Why does the Christian
faith provide a firm foundation for the pursuit of the arts
and sciences? Or does it? Why has the modern university
become secularistic and anti-Christian in so many
respects?
Questions like the ones above must be faced head-on if
the Christian college is to mature as an institution in the
service of Christ. And the answers given to these questions
always reveal a philosophical position or standpoint.
If, for example, we answer that the study of biology,
English, religion, politics, or home economics is
worthwhile because it will help the student to get along in
the world with the strong possibility of social and financial
success, then we reveal that basically we are no more than
opportunistic pragmatists. But what possible defense can
be offered for Christians to be philosophical pragmatists?
Or, as another example, if we answer that the modern
university has become secularized because basically there
is no relationship between the secular disciplines of
science, literature, and philosophy and the Christian
The writer is assistant professor of Political Science at Messiah College.
He recently completed requirements in a doctoral program at Duke
University.
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disciplines of theology, worship, and prayer, then we
clearly reveal that we are philosophical dualists dividing
life between the sacred and the secular; between those few
things which belong to God and the many things which
belong to man. But what possible defense can be offered
for Christians to be philosophical dualists when we know
from the Scripture that all things on earth and in heaven
belong to God through the creative and redemptive
dominion of Christ?
The truth of the matter is that today at the Christian
college we are continually threatened from within by the
influence of philosophical pragmatism, dualism, existentialism, relativism, materialism, skepticism, and "carenothingism." Students and faculty alike are surrounded by
and immersed in the cultural forces of our day which
control the TV, the weekly news magazines, the
professional journals, the textbooks, and the paperbacks.
And not many of these cultural forces are Christian. One
task of philosophy is to grapple with and expose the basic
assumptions, ideas, spirits, world views, and thought
forms which guide men in their scientific, literary,
historical, and social labors. Therefore, we must either do
philosophy Christianly or remain caught in the grip of
various non-Christian philosophies.
In the light of the foregoing discussion, three things in
particular can be said about the task pf philosophy in the
Christian college.
First of all, philosophy cannot be left to only one or two
professors as one isolated discipline among many. If by its
nature physics is quite distinct from psychology, and
chemistry quite different from political science, philosophy
cannot be so easily set apart in a similar fashion. One of
the first things one notices in a good philosophy program is
the large number of courses with titles like "philosophy of
science," "philosophy of religion," "political philosophy,"
"philosophy of art and l i t e r a t u r e , " and so on.
Philosophical questions and assumptions stand at the
to page eleven
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PHILOSOPHY AND THE CHRISTIAN COLLEGE
from page ten

foundation of every special discipline. For example,
philosophy is concerned with the nature of the "knowing
process" in general, whether in the natural sciences, the
social sciences, or in any other area. The investigation of
that process, however, cannot be carried on by only one or
two professors, nor can it be avoided by any professor
whatever his specialty.
A second point that seems crucial is the fact that we
continue to face increasing specialization and differentiation of knowledge in higher education today. There are
more books in print today, not fewer; there are more
special areas of investigation in which professors are
involved today, not fewer. But such specialization and
differentiation always bring with it the question of how
the great diversity of specialized knowledge is interrelated.
Is there a unity of truth and knowledge?
The Christian begins with the confession that life hangs
together as a unity — the unity of the creation existing by
the grace of one God in whom are hid all the treasures of
wisdom and knowledge which are made known by the
revelation of Jesus Christ who is the only way, truth, and
life. There is only one option open to the Christian college
with regard to the diversification of special disciplines,
namely, to seek constantly to find and to understand the
interrelated unity of true knowledge while at the same time
carefully pruning away the worthless accumulation of socalled "facts" and "data" which are in reality false and
meaningless. This job of interrelation and unification is
nothing other than a job for philosophy.
In the third place, it seems to me that one of the greatest
needs of the modern student is for an understanding of

URBANA '73

how the historical unfolding of human culture in both East
and West has controlled, and been controlled by, the
understanding of life which men have held in their hearts
and minds. The birth of modern science, the coming of the
industrial revolution, the control of society by the Roman
Church in the Middle Ages, the sweeping power of
Marxist and neo-Marxist ideology in the nineteenth and
twentieth centuries — these developments did not occur in
a vacuum; they were no mere historical accidents.
Men have always believed certain things, they have
thought about life in terms of certain basic assumptions,
ideas, and concepts, and all of this is important to know
when we try to understand the past as well as the present.
Obviously the historian, the psychologist, the theologian,
the artist, and the sociologist have important responsibilities at this point in interpreting human cultural
history for the student. But professors in these different
disciplines will always find themselves in need of a
"philosophy of history," a "philosophy of human culture,"
very simply — a "philosophy."
At the Christian college faculty and students will either
be growing together into a Christian philosophy of life or
they will display a very eclectic, splintered borrowing from
a variety of philosophies.
Wherever men use their minds in a special, concentrated
way to investigate the nature of reality and the meaning of
life — and the Christian college is just such a place — they
will be doing philosophy. Philosophy is at the core ol the
academic enterprise. One of the great challenges confronting the Christian college is that of developing
truly Christian philosophy.

"Dare We Not Risk"
Tim Stafford

/ ~ \ N E O F T H E slogans used in promoting Urbana '73
" w a s , "It could change your life." I had been to Urbana
'70 three years before, and it had changed my life. I was
back, as were thousands of others, for more direction.
The vast majority, of course, were there for the first
time. For most of them, I suspect, missions was an odd,
old-fashioned idea only distantly connected to Christ's
command to preach the gospel to all creatures. For myself,
for others returning for a second dose, and for the many,
many college and university students I talked to who were
there for the first time, the impact of the conference was
tremendous. Urbana '73 did change lives.
Christian conferences sometimes seem like toned-down
versions of of Woodstock. Replacing the rock bands are
legions of well-known Christian speakers who, in series,
enchant the audience. Emotional response is the mark of a
good conference. Unfortunately, Christians returning "on
fire for Jesus" often find their fires going out when they
return to a hostile environment.
Urbana, it seemed to me, avoided that. Few of the
speakers were widely well-known. One, Gregorio Landero,
had never attended school of any kind, nor did he speak
any English. Yet the deeply biblical content of the
speakers had a building effect. There was, of course,
emotion — anyone who talks to students who returned
The writer is an assistant editor o/ Campus Life Magazine,
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from Urbana will discover that. But it wasn't emotion that
resulted from manipulation. Speakers were thoughtful,
careful and measured.
The first day of the conference I found myself vaguely
disappointed. I had come hoping to feel commitment
stirring in my breast, instead I found myself having to use
my mind. But intellect and emotion, I rediscovered, aren't
divorced — the more I thought about God's expectations
of me, the state of the church in the world and my own life,
the more I felt deeply moved. Urbana welded emotion and
mind together, and I believe that in my life and the lives of
many the product will be deep, lasting commitment to
God.
Action
You could hardly find a Christian audience more
accustomed to theorizing than a group of college and
university students. There is plenty to theorize about in
missions: the agonizing failures of the past, the prospects
for the future, the strategy that ought to be used. But
Urbana stressed action. Russell Weatherspoon, a black
student from N ew York City, demonstrated this in some
of his comments on racism in the church. "Racism is a sin,
and a prevalent one," he said. But rather than castigating
to page sixteen
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Sunday Schools
Report Gains

Brethren in Christ Sunday Schools were encouraged to
increase their attendance by participating in the annual
Forward Enlargement Campaign this past October. This
year's suggested theme, "Calling Our Community to
Christ" was selected to correlate with the emphasis of Key
'73. The theme focused attention on reaching persons in
the community who were not attending a Sunday school.
The campaign was sponsored and directed by the Board of
Christian Education.
Thirty three Brethren in Christ Sunday schools reported
gains totaling 1,662.5 for the four Sundays of the two
previous years.
The following Sunday schools reported the highest
attendance achievement in their class for the campaign.
C L A S S A Fairiand / Cleona, Pa.
Superintendent—Donald Nybeck
Pastor—John Yeatts
Total gain of 72.5
C L A S S B Pomeroy Chapel / Smithville, Tenn.
Superintendent—J. E.Johnson
Pastor—David Buckwalter
Total gain of 103.5
C L A S S C Roseglen / Duncannon, Pa.
Superintendent—David Kingsborough
Pastor—Simon Lehman, Jr.
Total gain of 259.
C L A S S D C'onewago / Hanover, Pa.
Superintendent—James Schrum
Pastor—Kenneth Reid
Total gain of 173.
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FEBRUARY
The Becomers by Keith Miller. W o r d B o o k s , W a c o , Texas,
1973. $5.95. 185 pages. For a n y o n e interested in g r o w i n g as
a Christian.
The Becomers
is w r i t t e n for t h o s e w h o have m a d e a
c o m m i t m e n t to Christ. It gives a n s w e r s to the q u e s t i o n
" w h a t h a p p e n s to a p e r s o n after b e c o m i n g a C h r i s t i a n ? " A
Christian is a " b e c o m e r " in process; a p e r s o n o n t h e m o v e
t o w a r d d e e p e r a n d m o r e honest r e l a t i o n s h i p s with p e o p l e ,
with G o d , a n d with himself.
Keith Miller takes a look at the i m p o r t a n c e of the
" p e r s o n a l " stance in c o m m u n i c a t i n g the gospel. He also
l o o k s at what is b e h i n d our masks, what h a p p e n s in
c o n v e r s i o n , a n d what is C h r i s t i a n g r o w t h .
The Christian must c o n t i n u a l l y give up the g o d s in his life.
"A b e c o m e r is a Christian willing to risk p s y c h o l o g i c a l a n d
material securities in the w o r l d for others, a n d t h u s for
God."
T h r o u g h this book y o u will be c h a l l e n g e d , s t i m u l a t e d ,
c o n f r o n t e d , a n d hopefully, as a result, y o u will g r o w in
Christ.

Summer Service - - 1 9 7 4
The Board of Christian Education is again sponsoring Summer Service in
1974. Summer Service is for young people between the ages of 15 and 22. Youth
must have a clear Christian testimony and a desire to serve Christ.
Youth who participate in Summer Service volunteer to serve at missions,
camps, or institutions of the Brethren in Christ Church. Last year 28 young
people served at 8 different places. Some of the jobs that Summer Service youth
perform are camp counseling, building maintenance, teaching, cooking, serving
as a waitress, directing sports, cleaning, painting, etc. The length of service is
usually 2-4 weeks.
The youth who participate in the Summer Service Program volunteer their
time. They also pay 75% of their travel costs. The Board of Christian Education
will pay the other 25%.
Last year's Summer Service volunteers found that their time of service helped
them grow stronger in Christ. They heartily recommend Summer Service. The
following are comments from some of last year's volunteers.

for
B r e t h r e n in Christ
YOuT

Book of
the Month

h

"I have absolutely no regret for any minute spent in Summer Service. It has
been the most fantastic summer of my life. I now realize that I am an individual,
one that God created and loves. He has been my dearest friend to whom I look
for guidance in every circumstance. Above all, I want to give Him the praise for
such a rewarding summer. Yes, Summer Service is for anyone — everyone. I'm
trying to get others in my church involved. I can hardly wait until it is time to
send in my next Summer Service application."
" M y experience was simply beautiful. I could feel God's presence within me
more than ever before giving me the things I needed. As a result of my experience
my faith has grown greatly. I learned to look at people as individuals rather than
by a classification. I would strongly recommend Summer Service to a friend so
that he may, as I did, see that the greatest happiness a Christian can have is by
serving the Lord and not just believing in Him."
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Youth

Reflections
The following poetry was submitted for the 1973 Creative
Arts Contest. Not everyone can be chosen as a winner —
but all entrants have the satisfaction of expressing their
thoughts and feelings. Why not submit an entry for the
1974 Creative Arts Contest. For more information about
the Creative Arts Contest see the January 25 issue of the

Visitor.

I want to love
the W H O L E world,
one at a time.
—Lynn Book

JESUSIANITY
IT IS SO NICE OUT TONIGHT
The wind is firm, but not forceful;
its caress as coolingly refreshing
as is the rumor of rain upon its breath.
The stars twinkle, jauntily;
pointilistic spectacles
in the immense pit of blackness.
The Milky Way parades through the night,
while Jupiter taunts me with her
moon-bright, star-tiny stare.
Listen! Nature is declaring
the deceit of pathetic fallacy.
Indeed, she shouts to my spirit
that / am pathetic with her.
If only I could be quiet and learn.
If only I could more perfectly respond.
But—I have neither the time nor the energy.
Paradoxical?
or merely,
ironic?
—Lynn Book

IN THE BREEZE

On the grass in the breeze
I lay there wondering. How can it be?
that God should make a man, a wife,
and then from them create a life?
A life so young yet still so bold;
so soft to touch and light to hold.
I remember when I was a child
running free and running wild.
I had a love like that too.
Oh so wonderful and oh so true,
and then a message came to say
that my love had gone away.
The war had taken him from me,
so now he's only a memory .. .
-Kellie King
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Christianity—
not a creed or a code of ethics,
but Jesus—
not two thousand years ago,
but now—
not a list of requirements to fulfill,
but a way of life—
not hatred, selfishness, or pride,
but love—
not eternal fire insurance,
but commitment—
not bondage to tradition, to ideas, to personal passions and desires,
but freedom to choose and power to act—
not some Supreme Being somewhere,
but Immanuel—"God with us" and in us and we in Him—
loving, living, giving, being, seeing . . .
Jesus.
—Lynn Book

WE SEE, DO THEY?
Oh, Lord, we say we can see You in the sun,
the magnificent wonders Your hand has wrought.
We say we can see You in the shoreline scene,
as each gigantic wave rumbles and foams and breaks.
We mention Your unique planning of the rose,
as the dewdrops glisten among the petals.
Oh, Lord, we can see You at work among men's souls,
But, Lord, can they really see You in us?
—Lucille Lauver

PEOPLE
People,
What are they?
You think you see,
But you really don't.
You look
Outwardly,
Seeing only
What you want to see,
Sometimes
Envious.
You ask, "Why them?
I'm more deserving."

God knows.
He sees all.
Nothing is here
That's hidden from God.
Reasons?
He knows why.
Only God knows.
We must trust in Him.
—Margaret
Helmuth
13

CHURCH NEWS

from page six

missionaries who shared in personal consultations with young people eager to
discover their role in world missions. J.
Earl Musser, director of missions, and
Merle Brubaker, mission board member,
served with Bob at the Brethren in Christ
missions display table.

CONFERENCES

Following the service a fellowship meal
was held in the church fellowship hall.
The Rev. Mr. Yeatts was born and
raised in Springfield, Ohio. He received his
A.B. in mathematics and religion (cum
Laude) at Messiah College and graduated
from Princeton Theological Seminary with
a Master of Divinity Degree in 1972.
He has served as student assistant pastor
at the Manor Brethren in Christ Church
1968-69 and student assistant pastor at the
Woodside Presbyterian Church, Yardley,
Pa. 1969-71.
He was installed pastor of the Fairland
Brethren in Christ Church in August,
1972.
He is presently vice president of the
Board of Directors of Kenbrook Bible
Camp. In 1973 he served as instructor in
Biblical Literature at Messiah College.
His wife, the former Anna Mae Rutt, is
a native of Millersville, Pa.

Pastor Glenn Ginder and family were
honored at a farewell tea held Sunday
evening, Dec. 31, at the Elizabethtown
church. Nearly 150 friends attended the
service, which was held in the candle-lit
fellowship room.
Glenn's father and mother (Bishop and
Mrs. Henry Ginder) and his brother and
family (Mr. and Mrs. Roy Ginder) were
present, as was Bishop C. B. Byers.
A humorous "Ode To The Ginders" was
one highlight of the evening, as was special
music provided by a male ensemble and a
children's chorus.
The Ginders received a silver serving
tray and a cash gift from the congregation,
in addition to several other gifts and
expressions of appreciation.
T h e G i n d e r s h a v e p a s t o r e d the
Elizabethtown congregation for nearly
nine years, having come from a pastorate
at Chambersburg. The family has moved
to Upland, Calif., where he will be the
associate pastor of the Upland congregation.

Births

Obituaries

Honored
at

Sunday, December 19, was a significant
day in the life of the Pleasant Valley
congregation with the burning of the note
representing the clearing of the indebtedness of the parsonage. Shown left to
right: Paul Hummel, deacon; C. Amos
Miller, treasurer; and G. Delmas Hock,
pastor. A former pastor, Adam
H o r n b e r g e r , brought the morning
message.

John
Yeatts
Ordained

The Rev. John R. Yeatts, a native of
Springfield, Ohio, was ordained to the
ministry of the Brethren in Christ Church
in a special ordination service held Sunday
morning, Jan. 6, at the Fairland Brethren
in Christ Church, Cleona.
Bishop C. B. Byers conducted the ordination service and the Rev. Titus M.
Books gave the charge to the minister.
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Weddings

Correction: In the December 25 issue of
the Visitor Rev. Donald Jay's name was
inadvertently omitted as helping to perform the marriage of Janet Young and
Eldon Cubitt. The ceremony was performed in the Central United Church,
Barrie, Ont.
Hoover-Shoff: Carol, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Frank Shoff, and Steven, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Lowell Hoover, both of
Abilene, Kansas, Dec. 15, in the Abilene
Church with Rev. W. Edward Rickman
officiating.
Miller-Fogle: Bonnie, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Ronald Fogle, Chambersburg,
Pa., and Darrell K., son of Mr. and Mrs.
M. D. Miller, Greencastle, Oct. 20, in the
Antrim Church with Rev. Leonard Wright
officiating.
Weaver-Poe: Sonya K., daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Donald Poe, and James M., son
of Mrs. Janet Weaver, both of Chambersburg, Pa., with Rev. Donald May and Rev.
Charles Rife officiating.
Wolf-Shearer: Suzanne Louise,
daughter of Mrs. Esther B. Shearer, and
Gerald Lee, son of Mr. and Mrs. John C.
Wolf, Sept. 1, in the Elizabethtown Mennonite Church with Rev. Paul Ruhl and
Rev. George Kipe officiating.
Zang-Ream: Cynthia Louise Ream and
Jeffrey Lynn Zang, Oct. 26, in Harrisburg,
Pa., with Rev. Leroy Yoder officiating.
Ziegler-Eshleman: Patricia, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. H. Clay Eshleman, Pequea,
Pa., and William E., son of Mr. and Mrs.
Ernest Y. Ziegler, Collegeville, Dec. 28, in
the Lancaster Church with Rev. Eber B.
Dourte officiating.

Ginders

Note Burning for
Pleasant Valley
Parsonage

Doutrich: Brian Ray, born Jan. 20 to
Mr. and Mrs. Ray Doutrich, Fairland
congregation. Pa.
French: Michael Lewis, born Dec. 17 to
Mr. and Mrs. James French, Manor congregation, Pa.
Miller: Derek Dale, born Sept. 30 to
Mr. and Mrs. Daryl Miller, Hesston,
Kansas. Mrs. Miller is from Bethel congregation, Mich.
Strickler: Shannon Beth, born Jan. 3 to
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Strickler, Maytown
congregation, Pa.
Zook: Matthew Lamont, chosen son of
Mr. and Mrs. Ivan Zook, Bellevue Park
congregation, Pa.

Farewell

Bert: Bradley Joel, born Jan. 11 to Mr.
and Mrs. Joel Bert, South Mountain
Chapel congregation, Pa.
Burkholder: Janell Nadine, born Dec. 21
to Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Burkholder,
Chambersburg congregation, Pa.
Cutman: Jason Michael, born Oct. 4 to
Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Cutman, Messiah
congregation, Pa.

Burkholder: Paul S. Burkholder, born in
1896, in Abilene, Kansas, died Jan. 12,
1974 in Upland, Calif. He was the son of
Bishop and Mrs. C. C. Burkholder. He is
survived by his widow, Emma; one son,
Paul F.; a sister; and a brother. He was
converted late in life and was a member of
the Upland Brethren in Christ Church
prior to his death. The funeral service was
held in the Upland Church with Rev.
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Elbert N. Smith, Dr. James Blackstone,
and Dr. Dean Miller officiating. Entombment was in the Bellevue Mausoleum.
Church: Mrs. Barbara Church, born in
Nottawa, Ont., died Jan. 6, 1974, in the
Maple Brae Nursing Home. At 103 years
old, she was the oldest member in the
Canadian Conference of the Brethren in
Christ Church. She was the daughter of
Conrad Swalm. She was married to Norman E. Church who preceded her in death
in 1960. She is survived by one son, Neil;
one brother; three grandchildren; and three
great-grandchildren. She was a life-long
member of the Bertie Brethren in Christ
Church. The funeral service was held in the
Bertie Church with Rev. Wilbur W.
Benner, Rev. William Charlton, and Rev.
Ross Nigh officiating. A further service
was held in the Stayner Church with Rev.
Dale Shaw, Bishop E. J. Swalm, Rev.
George Sheffer, and Rev. William VanderBent officiating. Interment was in the
Stayner Cemetery.
Dohner: Martha Ward Dohner, born
Feb. 9, 1883, died Dec. 20, 1973, in the
Stouder Hospital in Troy, Ohio. She was
the daughter of Amos and Elizabeth
Younkin Ward. On Feb. 9, 1907, she was
married to Albert Dohner who preceded
her in death in March, 1921. She was also
preceded in death by her twin sister in
1955. She is survived by two sons: Ward
and Edgar; four daughters: Mrs. Samuel
(Eva) Hoover, Mrs. Emerson (Estella)
Haines, Miss Jeanette Dohner, and Mrs.
Fay Lindsay. Also surviving are thirteen
grandchildren, seventeen great-grandchildren, and one sister. She was a member of
the Brethren in Christ Church. The funeral
service was held in the Miller-Ream
Funeral H o m e with Rev. Glenn Hensel
and Rev. Elam Dohner officiating. Interment was in the Highland Cemetery.
Engle: Michael G. Engle, born Feb. 29,
1888, near Abilene, Kansas, died Jan. 4,
1974. He was married to Margaret Eyster
on May 5, 1910. In addition to his wife, he
is survived by four sons: Paul, Homer,
Raymond, and David; one daughter, Mrs.
John (Nadine) Lexow; two sisters; seventeen grandchildren; and 23 great-grandchildren. He accepted Christ as a young
man and became a member of the Bethany
(Oklahoma) Brethren in Christ Church.
He used his skill as a carpenter to build ten
churches, as well as working at different
mission points. The funeral service was
held in the Bethany Church with Rev.
Charles Rickel and Rev. Alvin Burkholder
officiating. Interment was in the Bethany
Cemetery.
Espenshade: Mrs. Anna Espenshade, 68
years of age, of Elizabethtown, Pa., died
Dec. 17, 1973, in Arcadia, Fla. She was
married to Wesley N. Espenshade who
survives. Also surviving are four sons: W.
Richard, Ira D., Jay M., and Edwin; nine
daughters: Mrs. Eleanor Myers, Mrs.
Dorothy Rutt, Mrs. Helene Yeager, Mrs.
Arlene Reider, Mrs. Anna Forry, Mrs.
Pauline Kraybill, Mrs. Geraldine Kreider,
Mrs. Fern Messick, and Mrs. Miriam
Judy; two sisters; 39 grandchildren; and
five great-grandchildren. She was a
member of the Shenks Brethren in Christ
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Kansas Minister Dies
Frey: Christian A. Frey, born Dec. 7, 1889, in Dickinson
Co., Kansas, died in the Abilene Memorial Hospital, Nov.
23, 1973. He was the son of Adam and Mary Ann Hershey
Frey. On March 8, 1917, he was married to Ella Bert, who
survives. Also surviving are two sons: Elbert and C. A., Jr.;
three daughters: Mrs. Maynard (Eilene) Book, Mrs.
Gordon (Ruth) Johnson, Mrs. Alvin (Thata) Book; 18
grandchildren; and four great-grandchildren. He was converted at the age of 14 and was a life-long member of the
Brethren in Christ Church. He was an ordained minister
and served as minister of the Zion Church, Kansas, for 40
years. The funeral service was held in the Zion Church
with Rev. John Hawbaker and Rev. M. M. Book
officiating. Interment was in the Union Cemetery.
Memorials were given to the World Missions in his memory
Church. The funeral service was held in the
Shenks Church with Rev. Jay R. Bopser
officiating. Interment was in the church
cemetery.
Orris: Paul E. Orris, born May 9, 1921,
in Greencastle, Pa., died Jan. 11, 1974, in
the Chambersburg Hospital, Pa. He was
the son of Harry Leroy and Anna E.
Shatzer Orris. He was married to Vera
Hawbaker who survives. Also surviving
are two sons: Robert R., and Ronald E.;
two daughters: Mrs. Nicholas (Mary Ann)
Sollenberger, and Mrs. Robert (Shirley
Jean) Auman; seven grandchildren; and
one sister. He was a member of the
Chambersburg Church with Rev. Charles
W. R i f e and Bishop C h a r l i e Byers
officiating. Interment was in the Air Hill
Cemetery.
Rohrer: Elsie Hoke Rohrer, born Nov.
7, 1890, near Englewood, Ohio, died Jan.
6, 1974, in Ashland, Ohio. She was the
daughter of Levi S. and Anna Hocker
Hoke. On Dec. 29, 1909, she was married
to Albert M. Rohrer who preceded her in
death in 1970. She is survived by three
sons: Paul M., Levi A., and Donald; four
daughters: Dorcas Rohrer, Mrs. John (Anna Mae) Kohler, Mrs. LaVerne (Rachel)
Schildberg, and Mrs. George (Marjorie)
Kott; 16 grandchildren; and ten greatgrandchildren. She accepted the Lord at an
early age and was a member of the
Brethren in Christ Church. The funeral
service was held in the Fairview, Ohio,
Church with Rev. Ohmer U. Herr and
Rev. Kenneth Hoke officiating. Interment
was in the Fairview Cemetery.
Rohrer: Rachel Mae Rohrer, born
May 16, 1892, in Miami Co., Ohio, died
Aug. 30, 1973. She was the daughter of
Philip and Rosa Landis Lochner. On Dec.
10. 1910, she was married to Emanuel J.
Rohrer who survives. Also surviving are
one son: Rev. Harold Rohrer; three
daughters: Mrs. Evelyn Eisner, Miss
Miriam Rohrer, and Mrs. Lois Scheaffer;
seven grandchildren; and eight greatgrandchildren. One son preceded her in
death. She was converted at the age of
thirteen and was a member of the Brethren
in Christ Church. The funeral service was
held in the Miller-Ream Funeral Home,
with Rev. Ohmer U. Herr and Rev.

William Engle officiating. Interment was
in the Highland Cemetery.
Shauntz: John Shauntz, born June 20,
1880, died Dec. 30, 1973. He was the son
of Frederick and Hattie Shauntz. On April
4, 1905, he was married to Flossie Saper
who preceded him in death. He is survived
by one daughter, Gladys; and one grandson. He was a member of the Wainfleet
Brethren in Christ Church. The funeral
service was held in the Ballard Funeral
H o m e with R e v . E d w a r d G i l m o r e
officiating. Interment was in the Zion
Cemetery.
Steckley: Christie Ann Steckley, born
May 3, 1892, died Jan. 15, 1974. On Jan.
24, 1917, she was married to Landon W.
Steckley. She is survived by three sons:
Orval, Lloyd, and Arnold; two daughters:
Dorothy P. Wideman, and Mrs. Earl
(Grace) Wideman; and 22 grandchildren.
Also surviving are a brother and two
sisters. She was converted in her early
teens and was a member of the Brethren in
Christ Church. She served with her husband as deacon of the church for 26 years.
The funeral service was held in the Heise
Hill Church with Rev. Andrew McNiven,
Rev. Elwood Flewelling, and Rev. Eldon
Boettger officiating. Interment was in the
Heise Hill Cemetery.
Sundstrom: Jack Sundstrom, Dayton,
Ohio, died Dec. 7, 1973, at the age of 46.
He was the son of Mrs. Stella Smallwood
who survives. He is also survived by one
brother and three sisters. The funeral
service was held in the Morton Funeral
Home, Vandalia, Ohio, with Rev. Elam O.
Dohner officiating. Interment was in the
Miami Memorial Park, Covington.
Wagaman: Robert A. Wagaman, born
May 20, 1918, in Guilford Twp., Pa., died
Jan. 16, 1974, in the C h a m b e r s b u r g
Hospital. He was the son of Mr. and Mrs.
Fred Wagaman. He is survived by his
mother; his wife, Mrs. Minerva Forrester
Wagaman; a son, Eugene D.; a step-son,
David C.; four g r a n d c h i l d r e n ; four
brothers; and seven sisters. The funeral
service was held in the Chambersburg
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev.
Charles W. Rife and Rev. Clair Ebersole
o f f i c i a t i n g . I n t e r m e n t w a s in t h e
Parklawns Memorial Gardens.

15

"DARE WE NOT RISK"

from page eleven

whites, or agonizing with them as a fellow Christian at
length, he stressed what could be done to end racism in our
own lives. He suggested that thinking about racism did
limited good; one needed to experience it. He suggested
students put themselves into locations where they could
live with other cultures, discovering the values of the
culture while discovering their own biases.
Another example of the stress on action rather than
theory was in Elisabeth Elliot Leitch's speech on the place
of single women in missions (both Leitch's and
Weatherspoon's speeches received standing ovations).
While acknowledging that there were difficult and complex
problems involved in being a woman anywhere today,
Mrs. Leitch stressed obedience to God. Obedience, she
said, overcame problems. It was obvious that she herself
had made the deep commitment to follow God despite any
barriers, and the force of that commitment alone drove the
audience to its feet in applause.
Fact of the World-Wide Church
I wondered with a lot of students, whether missions are
anachronistic. Weren't they being closely tied to imperialism? Weren't they widely rejected by Third World
countries today?
While speakers at Urbana never denied failures in
missions, they emphasized the fact of the world-wide
church today. The number of speakers at Urbana from
Third World countries was sufficient testimony to the fact
that America and Great Britain were not the only parts of
the world where Christianity was strong.
There was an emphasis, therefore, on the servant role
every missionary must have in working with the national
church. The fact that strong national churches exist
independent of the West is a great safeguard against the
cultural imperialism we western Christians have been
charged with.
Speakers at Urbana stressed partnership. Would Third
World missionaries soon be coming to evangelize the
West. Already thousands had left their own countries in
Asia as missionaries. There were several examples at
Urbana '73 itself of Third World Christians ministering to
North American students; most notably, speaker Samuel
Escobar, a Latin American who now heads Canadian
Inter-Varsity.

I found myself confronted with the fact that missions
have been successful. I live in a new era because of them —
the era where a church from all races and countries shares
in the work of spreading the gospel. The idea of going as a
"Great White Father" didn't appeal to me; it still doesn't.
But the idea of sharing in a world-wide church, — that I
find deeply exciting.
There are many other things I could mention which
contributed to the effect of Urbana '73. Students repeatedly mentioned the small Bible study groups they met in each
day, where the enormous content of the day was brought
to a practical, personal level. There were the numerous
seminars, in which you could investigate practically any
area of overseas commitment. There was the tremendous
knowledge and experience of hundreds of missionaries.
But it was the call for risk and commitment that struck
hardest. For me, the most moving moment of the convention for me came when Don Curry, a student from
Canada, spoke on the style of commited life demanded of
all Christians, whether at home or overseas. Don is no
polished speaker, but he had thought his subject out
thoroughly, and the content kept stabbing me. He talked
about risk — how we must live lives of risk if we are to be
followers of Christ. I was asking myself, "How much do I
risk?" He closed his speech by asking, " D o we dare to
risk?" and answering his own question, "Dare we not
risk."
We're all used to the numbers game. There were
something under 15,000 people at Urbana '73, which,
though it is a lot of people, is fewer than other Christian
conventions have had. "Only" 15,000. I found myself
looking around the assembly hall at the sea of silent faces
and thinking of the impact that 15,000 deeply-committed
students could have on the world. College students, after
all, are particularly ready to make decisions affecting the
rest of their lives, and thus the world. Out of those faces,
would there come the leaders of the next generation of the
church, committed to worldwide preaching of the gospel of
Jesus Christ? Out of those faces would there come
thousands of men and women to preach and teach and heal
and disciple? I hope so. I believe so. But now the burden
lies on the shoulders of those 15,000. Urbana leaves us
with no excuses. It had given us the vision. "Dare we not
risk."
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